JOHN KENNEY CHILD CARE CENTER
at Heller Park December 2009

211Mill Road, Edison, NJ 088 37

(732) 287 -4888

Subsidized Quality Child Care
for Heller Park Employees, and Edison Residents and Employees

Fax (732) 287 -2161

There will be

an
INCREASE
IN
TUITION
FOR 2010

$20.00 per
month

HOT LUNCH
WILL NOT
INCREASE

VYellow: $685.00
Green: $685.00
Blue: $685.00
Red: $660.00
Orange:
$660.00

Last year there
was no in-
crease so this
averages out to
$10.00 per year.
Remember to
increase your
deposit on file
by $20.00.

Swine Flu

The federal government has a web site offering
guidance on helping child care programs re-
spond to influenza. This site states that
“Children less than 5 years of age are at in-
creased risk of complications from influenza
(flu); the risk is greater among children less than
2 years old. Importantly, infants less than 6
months of age represent a particularly vulnerable
group because they are too young to receive the
seasonal or 2009 HIN1 influenza vaccine; as a
result, individuals responsible for caring for
these children constitute a high-priority group
for early vaccination. Influenza vaccination is
the primary means of preventing flu. Addition-
ally, infection control measures are recom-
mended to reduce the spread of flu. However,
early childhood settings present unique chal-
lenges for infection control due to the highly
vulnerable population, close interpersonal con-
tact, shared toys and other objects, and limited
ability of young children to understand or prac-
tice good respiratory etiquette and hand hygiene.
Thus, parents, early childhood providers, and
public health officials should be aware that, even
under the best of circumstances, transmission of
infectious diseases such as flu cannot be com-
pletely prevented in early childhood or other
settings. No policy can keep everyone who is
potentially infectious out of these setting.” You
can do the following:

e  Wash hands frequently.

e Parents are welcome to wash their hands in
our sinks or use the hand sanitizer near the
front door.

e Stay home when you or your child is sick.

e  Get vacinated.

Doné6ét forget td s
sit -down conference with
your <childobés

The children will do almost anything to get a
stamp in their fascinating foods passport.
Although Chef Combo lost the election to

Chuck E Cheese he holds enough importance

in the childrends eyes
their passport with tasting stamps. Good

going Red Room!

2010 Center Closings

Friday, January 1, New Year’s Day
Monday, January 18, Staff Training Day
Monday, February 15, President’s Day
Friday, April 2, Good Friday

Monday, May 31, Memorial Day

Monday, July 5, Independence Day
Monday, September 6, Labor Day

Thursday and Friday, November 25 & 26,
Thanksgiving Recess

gn up for a
Friday, December 24, Christmas

tea f’riﬁaﬁ December 3 1, New Year’s Day
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JOHN KENNEY CHILD CARE

NEws

HOLIDAY
SURVEY

New Study Re-
ported by NTEER

Economically Diverse neighborhoods
are best for early development.

A survey will be hung
on each classroom door
for you to indicate if

NIEER quotes an article in the August issue of
Social Science and Medicine as saying that
“Young children are better prepared for kin-
dergarten when living in neighborhoods with
relatively equal proportions of affluent and
disadvantagedtids. Both affluent kids and

you will be sending your
child to the center dur-
ing traditionally low
attendance days when
the public schools are
closed. Your coopera- munities.Hf
tion in filling out the
survey is very much
appreciated because
many staff members
would (ike to spend time
With their families. We
can grant them time off
if there is no need for

them to be here.

We do combine groups
when attendance is light

poorer kds did better when in the mixed com-

S e el ey o e Look at these charming costumes and

beaming models. Sehar and Radha just
loved getting all dressed up for Halloween
and having the opportunity to look so beau-
tiful. Children learn so much from pretend
activities. It gives them the opportunity to
try out other roles. What is it like to be a
princess, a mother, an astronaut, a fireman?

in his/her assigned room
or have the regularly
assigned staff members
although we try to have
at least one from each
classroom working.

DECEMBER SCHEDULE

There are big plans afoot for our annual Family
Holiday Party. It is scheduled for Friday, Decem-
ber 4th at 7:30 pm. Santa Claus will be in atten-
dance so don’t forget to bring your camera to get
pictures. We’ll take a picture of the entire family
with Santa if you would like us to with your cam-
era.

Please make sure that we have your reservation.
We had a number of families that never told us
they were coming to the Halloween Party. We use
the anticipated headcount to determine how much
food and supplies to purchase..

Noel Haluska and the Parent Advisory Committee
have many wonderful activities planned for the
evening. Please try to sign up to help supervise an
activity for just 1/2 an hour and/or contribute
items for the party itself.

Tuesday, December 22 is the date scheduled
for the individual classroom parties. Fami-
lies contribute donations of food items re-
quested by the teachers, they sing songs, play
games and do other festive activities.

The children themselves will participate in
many holiday traditions throughout the
month including making cookies, seeing a
show entitled “The Magic Cookie Jar,” mak-
ing tree decorations and singing carols. Ha-
nukkah and Kwanzaa food traditions are also
part of the program. There will be good
smells floating down the hallway all month.

December is conference month . Conferences are different than the
casual daily contact you have with the staff. Itis a time to really
sit down and discuss your chil
ate new challenges and goals for them.
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. . Thank You Lisa Dzama

Week of December 1: Blue and Green Rooms
Week of December 8: Orange and Yellow Rooms
Week of December 14: Red Room

Santa is scheduled to be here.
Dondét for

December 4th is the Family Holiday Party.
Bring the entire family.
good photo opportunities.

The center will close at 2:30 pm on Thurs., December 24th.

The center will be closed on Friday, December 25th.

The center will close at 5:30 pm on Thurs., December 31st.

The center will be closed on Friday, January 1, 2010.

pumpkin patch

Dinkel acker 6s
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Lisa Dzama, a former parent, donated the money
to purchase all of the pumpkins for the Halloween
Partyos
daughter Amanda attended the center years ago.
e t Amanda has just started subbing for us. She hase
completed her Associates Degree at Middlesex
and has plans to become a teacher. Lisa is also
Sar ah
committee that ran the Halloween party. It cer-
tainly makes us feel appreciated to be remem-
bered with such a donation so many years later.
We had 207 parents, children and staff attend this
event!
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