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While reading Mind in the Making 

by Ellen Galinsky, in preparation 

for our in-service day in January, I 

(Donna Lambdin) came across a 

parentôs practice that I wish I had 

started with either my daughter or 

my grandchildren, but they can 

read now so it is too late.  Maybe it 

isnôt too late for you or someone 

you know. 

 

Ellen tells a parentôs story of how 

she read The Polar Express, which 

she had received at her baby 

shower, to her daughter on Christ-

mas, and then signed her name and 

the date on the inside cover of the 

book.  Her plan is to have a differ-

ent family member read it and sign 

it each year until her daughter is 

able to read it and sign her own 

name and date.  What a nice family 

tradition to do with a special book 

and holiday of choice.   

 

Other practices to build literacy 

skills at home include asking chil-

dren to talk about their own lives 

and how these experiences relate to 

stories in books,  use more com-

plex, sophisticated words when 

talking to your children, read to 

them regularly, and have pencils, 

paper, and crayons around and en-

courage them to write.   

Supporting Literacy  

Isnôt this picture priceless?  Thomas and 

Aiden wait patiently for help with their 

coats, hats and mittens.  Isabella needs just 

a zip.  Those green papers hanging over the 

boys heads are minor unusual occurrence 

reports for their parents to sign.  This is one 

of many ways we communicate what hap-

pens here during the day.  They are placed 

in the childôs folder. Some folders of active 

kids here since the Yellow Room are burst-

ing at the seams! 

Four children in the Red Room are using 
headsets to listen to instructions.  This activ-
ity builds listening skills, concentration and 

focus and memory. 

JOHN KENNEY CHILD CARE CENTER  

at Heller Park  February 2012  
211 Mill Road, Edison, NJ 088 37          (732) 287 -4888        Fax (732) 287 -2161  

Subsidized Quality Child Care for Heller Park Employees, Edison Residents,  

and Edison Township Employees 

 

Anvitha, Blue Room, needs 

help putting on her gloves 

before going outside.  Mit-

tens are easier for the chil-

dren to do themselves.  She 

has a nice warm jacket and 

hood which will help her 

stay warm while playing 

outdoors in the winter.   

 

We take the children 

out daily so make sure 

they come with proper 

gear. 

The Family Dr. Seuss Party is scheduled for Friday, 

March 2, 2012.  Mark your calendars now. 

See page 2 for info 

about  having your 

childôs artwork  

reproduced . 
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John Kenney Child Care News  

This year we are given the gift of any extra 

day.  What will you do with your extra 24 

hours of time?  Try to make it meaningful 

and momentous! 
 

Leap Year Day gives frogs a day to call 

their own.  Did you know there are two 

water frogs in Miss Donnaôs office?  They 

were grown from tadpoles sent to us at the 

beginning of June 2005 and they are still 

alive!  They are now older than any child 

here!  These Grow-a-Frogs are totally dif-

ferent from any frog youôve every seen.  

They always live in the water just like fish.    

Even though this isnôt their birthday, we 

will recognize Ribbit and Prince Charming 

on Leap Day. 
 

They make great pets.  They are entertain-

ing and fun to watch.  They actually can 

clap their hands when we sprinkle some 

magic dust into their tank.  They will be 

clapping that day with all the extra atten-

tion they will be getting from the children.  

Too bad they canôt enjoy all foods humans 

have.  They need special food which the 

children enjoy dropping in the tank. 

Original Works  

Our center has teamed up with Original 

Worksðthe #1 art based program in the coun-

tryðto offer a very special program.  This pro-

gram allows you to have your childôs very own 

artwork reproduced onto a selection of nearly 

30 quality products.  These products range from 

magnets, mugs, and mouse pads to t-shirts, tote 

bags and tiles.  The wide selection of profes-

sionally produced, full color products offers 

something for everyone, and they make memo-

rable gifts for any occasion. 

 

Your child will be creating their artwork in 

school, during their regular art activity time as 

the basis for their work of art.  You will then 

have the opportunity to order whatever prod-

ucts you wish with your childôs own artwork 

featured on each and every product. 

 

We are thrilled to be participating in their 

unique and innovative program.  Look for com-

plete program, product and pricing information 

coming home soon.  The deadline for returning 

your order is March 12, 2012. 

 

Additional product and program information, as 

well as customer testimonials, can be found at 

www.originalworks.com. 

Leap Year 

2012 

We have been celebrating birthdays this year as 

part of our learning theme.  We have been put-

ting an emphasis on childrenôs authorôs and il-

lustratorôs birthdays as well as famous people 

and characters. 

 

Above you see the Green Room children busy in 

the duck pond set up for Rubber Duckieôs birth-

day on January 13th.  It was a very big day that 

was of great interest to the children with rubber 

duckie necklaces for everyone in the center in-

cluding staff supplied by Miss Liza, Green 

Room teacher. 

The Lizard Guy 
Makes His  

Annual Visit. 

We hope to see you on March 2, 2012 at 

7:00 pm for our annual Dr. Seuss Party.  

The Palladino Family pose with Cat in the 

Hat (Glenn DôAntuono) at last yearôs party.  

The children are eating colored gold fish 

which represented One Fish, Two Fish writ-

ten by Dr. Seuss. They did many creative 

activities such as bubble wrap hopscotch,  

fishing, bean bag hat toss, marshmallow 

and candy hats, sock collages, and stacking 

apples.  We need your help. 

Erica Rodriguez, Red 

Room teacher, has been 

a loyal employee since 

2002 when she worked 

summers while attend-

ing Ramapo College of 

NJ.  In 2005 she be-

came a lead teacher. 

 

Erica enjoys cooking 

and trying new foods.  

Health is important to 

her so she initiated the 

Garden Project at John 

Kenney.  She has a dog 

named Charlie who 

keeps her active. 


