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Chinese New
Year

We have many Chinese families at the
center and The Year of the Tiger is fast
approaching. Please offer to help the
staff members in your child’s classroom
to plan an authentic celebration. It is
important for children to experience the
diversity of their friends within the class-
room. Help them with recipes, customs,
costumes, music, stories, art work, etc.
Wed like to give your culture the same
time and consideration as others. In fact,
this is an open invitation for all cultures
to share when the opportunity arises.

We challenge all parents to look
through their recipe file and find a
simple, nutritious recipe that is a
family favorite or symbol of your
culture and donate the ingredients to
make it. We 6d |
making it, but do understand your
limitations on time due to your work
schedules if you

Neya, Green Room, is proud to
show off her work for the camera.
(She will be even prouder to she her
picture in print!) These colorful
pegs are ideal to make designs and
patterns. It takes a steady hand to
fit the pieces into the openings.
Young children can learn their
colors and learn other math skills
such as sorting and counting how
many of each color they have. One
simple toy offers many possibilities
for children of different abilities
and ages.

The boys above, Samuel, Havish and Matthew are
imitating someone they know. Who at your house
talks on the phone, does the vacuuming and drinks hot
chocolate from a mug?

Remember..... "Ask your child what he wants to eat for
dinner only if he’s buying.” Fran Lebowitz

Thank you Desiree Cetta Blue
Room parent, and Miss Sara
Green Room teacher, for volun-
teering to help with the
Strengthening Families Initia-
tive. The grant money to fund
this program comes from the
state. We will receive free staff
training workshops and $400.00
to spend on a to-bei determined
parenting project. The Parent
Advisory Committee will help

us with feed back as well.

Novel Uses for
Kitchen
Equipment

We (children and staff) have been having
such a good time learning and teaching
this year using the food and nutrition
theme as the springboard for math, sci-
ence, literary, music, etc.

This article will give you some ideas of
how to engage your child at home using
things from the kitchen.

1. Get a set of magnetic letters if you
don’t already have them on your
refrigerator. Place them on a large
cookie sheet and encourage you
child to find a particular letter or
make simple words while you make a
meal.

2. Make patterns (a math skill) by ar-
ranging small kitchen items such as
spoon, fork, spoon, fork or spoon,
spoon, fork, spoon, spoon, fork. The
next day try using several different
macaroni shapes or straws and pa-
per plates.

3. Get out the markers and have your
child make disposable placemats for
the table by drawing on aluminum
foil.

4. Pull out a few cookbooks that have
many illustrations and have your
child try to find pictures of beans,
meat, spaghetti, butter, etc.

5. Are you throwing away bottle caps
when recycling? Save them. The
vast variety of different types, sizes,
colors and shapes offer a unique
building or sorting toy. Place them
on a lipped cookie sheet and they
can be removed quickly when it is
time to set the table.




John Kenney Child Care Center

Annual Report

Dr. Seuss Family Party
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Tuition was not increased during 2009.
Enrollment was strong. Many older chil-
dren on the waiting list did not get in.
Most entered through the Yellow Room.
For the second year in a row we enrolled
fewer new students because enrollees
tended to stay longer.

Mommy/Daddy Valentine

Craft Workshop

On Tuesday and Wednesday,
February 9th & 10th you are
invited to make a valentine

for your child. Join other

parents in our conference

room before you pick up

the evening. It is a special
way of showing your love and
devotion. We will distribute

them on Friday the 12th

during circle time. That is
the day of the classroom

party.

Ten years in this building meant
more maintenance issues. The
building was power washed and
painted, the car transmission was
repaired and we replaced worn
gym mats, replaced all the sleep
mats, got new sandbox covers and
some new furniture for the confer-
ence room. Many new curriculum
materials were purchased for our

_ food and nutrition unit.
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We saved money on insurances and
payroll services as well as the pay-
roll when several longtime staff
members left/moved.

Attendance and participation at our
evening social events was excel-
lent. We had the best attendance
ever at our Family Holiday Party in

February is
Dental
Health
Month.

Have you
taken your
child to the

dentist yet? It
is recom-
mended that
all young chil-
dren have a
dental check-
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December. The Parent Advisory
Committee ran a number of special events,
but overall fund raising was down most
likely due to the economy.

Our new website was finished in January
and at mid-year we started advertizing on
the Edison website. Word of mouth re-
mains our strongest publicity measure.
Most parents have supplied their e-mail
addresses and we started using the internet
to send the newsletter, menu and calendar
each month.

We retained more staff members than in
years past and closed for the first time on
Martin Luther
service training day.

We had a banner year when many busi-
nesses are struggling to survive. In good
times child care centers often struggle be-
cause more women can afford not to work.
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ctLast yeards Dr. Setws
that another is being planned for Friday,

March 5, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. Sal and Christine
Meo chaired it last year and have graciously
volunteered to do it again with the help of the
Parent Advisory Committee and of course the
evening of the party we depend on numerous
parents to volunteer a half hour to help with

the various activities.

Some of | ast yearés
but there will be lots of new things going on
as well. We have had a year to add to last
yeards ideas.

Pl ease mark your <cal
want to miss it. Not only do the children

have fun here at night with their parents in

tow, parents get a chance to talk with other
parents they dondt ¢
drop off time.

Miss Dawn, Blue Room assistant got engal
at Christmas. No wedding date has begn g
yet. Congratulations Miss Dawn!

Miss Joty, our floating morning assistan
graduated from Rutgers Un. In January
double major in social work and political
ence. Congratulations Joty!
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In the picture above Akash is sitting in a

doughnut . No, 1tds
This piece of gym equipment is fun to climb
in and out of as well as put on its end and

roll in. Sometimes Miss Teresa adds small
balls to it just 1i]|k
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