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January 27th is the 100th day of school.  The 

older classrooms make a big deal of this day. 

 

We will be celebrating our 25th year in the 

child care business this year.  We are going to 

start planning a reunion for June 23rd for 

current and former children, families and 

staff members. 

 

We will be hatching eggs into chicks during 

the second and third week of April.  They 

will be in the lobby for everyone to observe. 

 

We will be starting up a FACEBOOK page 

sometime in February.  Miss Liza, Green 

Room teacher, has volunteered to oversee it. 

 

Any summer leave must be requested no later 

than April 1, 2012 so that we 

have time to find your  re-

placement.  Our budget is 

based on 100% occupancy for 

the entire year. 

Looking 
Ahead  

Tax ID # 

22-2855112 

 

Youôll be filling 

out your income 

tax forms in the 

next few months.  

You can claim the 

money you pay for 

child care.  Make 

sure you save your 

December receipt 

which has the 

yearôs total ex-

penses and tax ID 

on it.   

The center will be closed on Monday, January 

16, 2012 so that John Kenney CCC staff mem-

bers can have an in-service professional devel-

opment day.  The time will be put to good use. 
 

Ron Shuali, founder of Shua Life Skills and au-

thor, , will do a three hour workshop in the after-

noon.  Before lunch the staff will view and dis-

cuss a documentary entitled Two Million Min-

utes and review a book entitled  Mind in the 

Making, The Seven Essential Life Skills Every 

Child Needs by Ellen Galinsky.  These skills are 

1) focus and self control; 2) perspective taking; 

3) communicating; 4) making connections; 5) 

critical thinking; 6) taking on challenges; and 7)

self-directed, engaged learning. 
 

 Teachers  and CDA candidates must do 20 

hours of professional development each year.  

All others must do 8 hours.  Most do more. 

Dr. Martin Luther 
Kingõs Birthday 

Santa, and Alex, Jake and our  
entire staff wish  

Everyone a Happy, Healthy New 
Year. 

(Itõs the year of the  dragon) 
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Orange Room children, pic-

tured on the left, are anxious 

to help, as most children are 

before they have  the ability 

to be truly helpful!  Helping 

to do real jobs builds a sense 

of self-competence and self-

esteem.  Try letting your 

youngsters do ñrealò work at 

home.  They especially like 

kitchen tasks such as stirring, 

pouring, wiping, spreading, 

drying, mixing and measur-

ing. 

New playground mulch was de-

livered and spread December  

13th & 14th all around the 

climbing equipment on the play-

ground.  This safety surface 

helps to prevent injuries if the 

children fall. 

All children must have 

the annual flu shot by 

December 31, 2011 to 

attend a child care 

center or they will be 

excluded until they get 

it.. 
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John Kenney Child Care News  

Melissa Martin, Orange Room assistant 

has a bachelorôs degree in psychology and  

would like to go back to school this fall 

for her masterôs or law degree. 

 

Melissa attended John Kenney Child Care 

Center as a toddler in the Yellow Room 

and moved through all the classroom and 

finished in the Orange Room.  She was 

also a participant in our summer high 

school work study program  

 

Miss Roxanne, assistant director, is her 

mother and she is the second oldest of four 

siblings.  Melissa likes to read, do yoga 

and pilates.  She is interested in nutrition, 

enjoys politics and has three dogs. 

Family Parties  

We had 206 people in attendance during the 

Family Holiday Party on December 9th.  That 

number represents 54 families and 15 staff 

members who volunteered their time.  This 

was the most well attended Holiday Party we 

have had to date. 

 

We owe a special thank you to Ryan Mandell, 

Miss Jenniferôs son, who played Santa Claus 

for the occasion and Dana Bickers, Margaret 

Kuras-Pino and Tanya Normant for helping 

to plan the activities for the party.  We also 

want to thank so many of you who donated 

items for the party and/or volunteered a half 

hour of party time to supervise an activity.   

 

One of the favorite activities at his yearôs 

party  was the big new bouncer we purchased 

and used for the first time.  The children will 

get  an opportunity to use it again in the near 

future. 

 

Our next Family Party is our Dr. Seuss Party 

on Friday March 2, 2012.  If you would like to 

help plan the party, please see Donna.  So far 

we have two parents that  indicated interest in 

doing so. 

Meet Miss Melissa, 

Orange Room Assist. 

Chef Combo Returns 
 

Miss Kelly, Orange Room assistant, has 

been planning nutrition and food related 

lessons and making visits to each classroom 

every month.  During December the alpha-

bet was introduced with food items. 

I CAN READ 

(Environmental Print) 

To encourage children 

in their attempts at 

reading, have them 

cut out pictures of 

items they can read 

because they are 

familiar to them such 

as:  Cheerios, Tide, 

McDonald³s, Stop, 

etc.  They can put 

these picture words 

in a container and as 

they accumulate over 

time they will see the 

large number of 

words that they al-

ready know how to 

read.  This will en-

courage them to add 

more. 

Above you see four volunteers helping the visit-

ing storyteller present her tale to the entire 

school enrollment in the gym.  She called many 

children from the audience to help her that day.  

These special events are marked on your 

monthly calendar and are usually scheduled for 

mornings around 10:15 or 10:30 am.  Make sure 

you have your child here in time. 

The Red Room chil-

dren are examining live 

worms dug from our 

garden by Miss Li, 

Green Room assistant, 

during a lesson she 

presented to each indi-

vidual classroom.  Did 

you  know that if they 

are cut in half, each 

half will become an-

other worm?  Best of 

all, they donôt have to 

ever take a bath! 

We have a suggestion box.  It is located on top 

of the fish tank in the lobby. 


