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Back in June 1987, children attended John 

Kenney Child Care Center at Heller Park, Inc. 

for $50.00 per week.  Tuition was paid every 

two weeks.  Today, 23 years later, tuition is paid 

monthly and averages  $158.08 per week for the 

Yellow, Green and Blue rooms and $152.31 for 

the Red and Orange rooms.  We are still the best 

bargain in town due to the Heller subsidy we 

receive each month to fill the gap between what 

parents pay and our operating expenses. 
 

It must be a great place to work here because 

Donna Lambdin, Director of Education, has 

been with the center since 7/88 and Roxanne 

Martin, Assistant Director has been here since 

4/93.  Other longtime staff members are Zeenat 

Bandali, assistant, since 9/99, Erin Caldwell, 

assistant since 8/03, Teresa Fiedorowicz, gym 

instructor since 1/05, Jennifer Barlics, assistant 

since 4/05 and Erica Rodriguez, teacher since 

9/05. 
 

Can you believe that in 1987 the Yellow Room 

had 18 children rather than the 15 we have now?  

Originally there was no Orange Rm, Quiet Rm, 

conference room, or gym until 1989.  The porch 

(recreation room) was not air conditioned.  The 

entire playground was sand and all the play-

ground equipment was made of wood.  Even 

back then there was a security system installed 

to get in the front door.  In its time it was state of 

the art and people from Denmark and Japan vis-

ited during study tours. It did have a garden 

which again we are trying to recreate as well as 

a full-day kindergarten program.  Seems history 

is repeating itself! 

Center’s 23rd Anniversary 

It is not uncommon for adults to note that a single 

teacher, by showing concern or encouragement, is 

remembered as having had a tremendous influence on 

their life.  In a life-time of teaching that could add up 

to large number of people whose lives have been posi-

tively impacted by just one teacher. 
 

Our charges are probably too young to remember us 

in that light, but it isn’t hard for us to see the progress 

children make while with us.  Knowing that we are 

responsible for helping a shy child come out of their 

shell or a non-English speaker begin to converse in 

English is a reward beyond what most other profes-

sions ever witness. 
 

Many thanks to all the parents who helped and con-

tributed to the Staff Appreciation Day and especially 

to Stephanie Chen and Noel Haluska for coordinating 

the event.  Everyone was delighted with their gift 

cards, the personalized coffee mugs, the delicious 

breakfast and notes of appreciation which will be 

treasured forever. 

As part of our Strengthening Families Initiative 

project the staff cooked up a way to make the par-

ents feel good about their parenting skills.  Posters 

were hung in the gym stating something specific 

that each parent has done for the center or their 

individual child.  Here are Marlisa, mother of Sara 

and Isabella, and Asmalika, mother of Prayag,  at 

the special to-go breakfast. 

Staff Appreciation  
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CONFERENCE 

SCHEDULE 

 
Make an appoint-

ment with your 

child’s teacher for a 

time to sit down and 

talk about your 

child’s progress. 
 

Week of June 6: 

Orange Room 

Yellow Room 
 

Week of June 13: 

Green Room 

Blue Room 
 

Week of June 20: 

Red Room 

 

Elena, Miss Marinaõs daughter, said to her 

mother, òMiss Donna must really like her job.ó   

òWhat makes you say that?ó asked Marina.  

òBecause she has the name of the school printed 

on the side of her car.ó she said. 

“Thank you for your 
generosity and bringing 

us delicious cookies.”  

Viviana is one parent who 
has helped our snack 

budget from going in the 

red!  The staff enjoy the 
treats as well! 
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John Kenney Child Care News 

While clearing out some old paperwork we 

came across an article by Leah Davie enti-

tled , “Ten Ways to Raise Children to Use 

Drugs”.  You might think it is too early to 

concern yourself about this issue, but ac-

cording to her list, it certainly isn’t.  Keep 

reading. 

 

1.  Obey their demands.  Give in to their 

tantrums.  Deny them nothing.  If they want 

it, indulge them.  Make sure they know you 

will always be there to get them out of trou-

ble.  If they break a toy or wreck a car, re-

place it. 

2.  Overlook, defend, or rescue them from 

the consequences of their negative behavior.  

Accept their excuses or blame others by 

saying things such as, óòMy child would 

never do that!ò, ñIt canôt be her fault; it 

must be the schoolôs fault!òor ñThe other 

child made him do it.ò 

3.    Keep children constantly on guard by 

being unpredictable.  Become angry at an 

action one day and laugh at it the next.  

Avoid any kind of routine.  Let them decide 

when to eat and sleep.  Allow them to watch 

television continually without your supervi-

sion and guidance.  Avoid traditions.  

Rarely eat dinner as a family.  Treat them 

differently.  Have a ñfavoriteò child who 

can do no wrong and a ñbadò child who 

can do no right. 

Healthy Snacks 
 

Apple    slices 

sprinkled with 

cinnamon 

Carrot  

Pear 

Low-fat yogurt 

Raw broccoli 

Natural Peanut 

Butter on Celery 

Graham cracker 

Raw Peas 

Blueberries 

Bell peppers 

Lean turkey 

Raisins 

Oatmeal 

Banana 

English muffin 

with fruit 

spread 

Flour tortilla 

with melted low-

fat cheese 

Rice Cakes 

Low-fat mozza-

rella sticks 

The Orange Room will be hosting two different 

events during the month of June. 
 

A Fatherôs Day Breakfast will be held at 9:00 

am on Friday, June 11.  Dads are invited to 

share breakfast with their son or daughter.  

They will be serenaded and presented with a 

hand-made gift. 
 

On Friday night, June 18 at 7:00 pm the entire 

class will entertain their immediate families 

during Class Night.  They will perform some of 

their favorite songs, dances and stories.  This is 

a memorable event because some of these chil-

dren will be leaving at the end of the month 

and some others will leave the center by the 

end of August.  It is limited to immediate 

family only. 
 

A stage will be erected in the gym so that the 

children can be seen while performing.  Re-

freshments are provided by the families and a 

social time will follow. 

Orange Room 

SUMMER PLANS  
Since we operate 52 weeks a year our staff must 

take their vacation time during operating hours, 

summertime is a more popular time for staff 

members to request use of their vacation days.  

They will be replaced by many of our part-time  

assistants attending college (Melissa, Kelly, Bi-

anca, Jen B., Leena, Monica) who will be avail-

able to work more hours.   
 

During the summer we have lots of water tables 

and sprinklers to cool the children off during 

hot, humid days.  It is better if girls wear two 

piece swim suits because they make using the 

toilet easier.  When you are shopping also look 

for a sports bottle that has a pull-up cap rather 

than and screw-off cap that can fall to the 

ground and get dirty.  Please label these water 

bottles, swim suits, water shoes, beach towels, 

etc. 
 

It is not officially summer until June 21, but it is 

certainly time for sunscreen.  We started apply-

ing it in April actually.  Please put sunscreen on 

your child in the morning before coming to 

school and we will apply it again for the after-

noon playground time. 
 

It will soon be time for summer vacations.  

Please tell the staff when you plan to be away.  

We do relax our requirements for regular atten-

dance and encourage you to enjoy the nice 

weather and spend additional time with your 

children.  Also remember to call in before 9:00 

am if you want us to cancel your child’s hot 

lunch order that day. 

Believe it or not that’s 

cooked spaghetti Marko is 

trying to manipulate.  He 

is finding out that it very 

sticky, has a mind of its 

own, and doesn’t always 

go where he wants it to.  

A less patient or deter-

mined child would have 

given up by now. 

The oldest children in each class will start 
to move up to the next classroom over the 
summer months and into September as 
children begin to leave us for various rea-
sons. 

Raising Kids  
to Use Drugs 

Check out June³s new hot lunch menu. 


