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Gardening
with Children

Our flower and
vegetable garden
preparations are

beginning. All

the beds are be-
ing readied for a
variety of
plants.

When you buy
your own
plants or di-
vide your per-
enni al s,
forget us .

Staff Apprecia-
tion Day

you

Thursday, May 5th is Staff Appreciation Day.

Volunteers from the Parent Teacher Club (PTC
have planned several special activities to cele-

brate. Marlisa McGinlay (B & R), Tatiana

Gorditchik (O), Pragati Dubal (G), and Jennifer
be f
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Ben and Er-
kabay played
key roles in
our recent
show orches-
trated by

Ki dos
Capers. The
entire Orange
Room were
given roles
and costumes
while the
other classes
watched the
performance.
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Bring Your Tricycle to School Day:

s ' ellow: Monday, May 23
Green: Tuesday, May 24
Blue, Wednesday, May 25
Red: Thursday, May 26
Orange: Friday, May 27

The children will decorate their bikes
for Memorial Day and have a parade
here after their decorations are dorle
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Our annual art show in celebration of Youth
Art Month was visited by most of our parents
and even some grandparents and special in-
vited guests. Each child had at least two
samples of their work displayed. Looking at
the ages of the children gave everyone view-
ing the paintings a good idea of what a child
of that age was capable of doing. It was very
evident that children progress through a
number of stages before producing a repre-
sentational product.

Bunny Kindling

A few days after mommy rabbit gives birth to her
bunnies, Quiver Farm Projects, Inc. from Penns-
burg, PA, will drop off a mother rabbit and her
babies. The farmer bringing her will instruct us
on how to provide everything necessary for us to
care for this new family.

Over the course of 3 to 6 weeks the children will
be able to experience the responsibility of caring
for these newborns and watch them grow and
develop.

They will be placed in the lobby to make observa-
tions easy for our families. Miss Roxanne, who
actually adopted one of the newborn bunnies a
number of years ago when we had them before
will be in charge of their care. Please supervise
your children carefully when you are in the lobby.




John Kenney Child Care News

Old &Fashioned
Play Builds Serious
Skills
by Alix Spiegel

Executive function is the
ability to self  -regulate.
Children with good self
regulation are able to
control their emotions
and behavior. They can
resist impulses and can
exert self -control and
discipline themselves.
Poor executive function
leads to high dropout
rates, drug use, and

crime.

childr
differently than in years

Todayds

past. There is a focus on
lessons and leagues which
inhibits imaginative play
which happened more in
years past in the absence
of strict supervision.
Executive function is a
better predictor of success
in

school than

1.Q.

Reprinted with permis-
sion from Exchange Eve-
ryDay Dec. 15, 2010. To

sign up for a free sub-
scription to this free daily
news brief, go to ChildCa-
reExchange.com

Marcia Cervelli has been hired to
replace Miss Fatima in the Orange
Room for the duration of the

Fdchbolyar. Marcia has her

teaching certification and majored
in art. She taught kindergarten at
ABZ Academy in Metuchen a
number of years ago

UPCOMING DATES

Name our Garden
Contest: May & 13

Center Closed
Memorial Day,
May 30

Ways We Communicate with
Parents:

1 Journals in the Yellow & Green Roomn

¢ Daily contact with staff at drepff time

and pickup time.

1 Monthly newsletter

1 Notes at the time clock, wipaff boards
outside of each classroom door, pare

bulletin board in the classroom

1 Phone calls

1 Open door policy: you can come and
go at any time, you can volunteer in t

classroom, visit/linger/observe/etc.

1 Unusual occurrence reports

1 Conferences twice a year and on req

1 Social events: Halloween Party, Holi:

day Party, Dr. Seuss Party, Parent
Ni ght, Motheros
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Parent Satisfaction
Survey

Remember the parent satisfaction survey

which was distributed in late March? It
Hownligely sttt t i o n ,
you would recommend John Kenney CCC to

ust

a friend or coworker?

We have 98 children enrolled with 87 fami-

lies represented since 11 families have two
children attending the center. We had 20 of a

possible 87 surveys returned to us. Out of

those 20, 16 rated us the highest school of 10,

3 chose the score of 9, and 1 rated us an 8.
This means we received a net promoter Score

of 95%!

Several of you asked for more information
about their day. This is done in journals in

the Green and Yellow rooms, but by the time

they reach the Blue room we stop that be-
cause it is so labor intensive that it takes

away from our interactions with the children
themselves when the class size increases.

We 61 | di scuss this

sugge.

what we can do to increase the avenues of

communication.
the bottom left..

Miss Fatima was showered with
baby gifts at a recent staff meeting.
Her son is all ready for the Orange
Room! Daniel Pires Faszczewski
was born on April 20th at 11:52
pm.

Meanwhile see column at




