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We are really excited about this year’s new 

teaching theme….”Special People, Special 

Days.”   

 

The focus will be on children’s authors and 

illustrators, famous people and characters and 

holidays and celebrations throughout the cal-

endar year. 

 

Looking at September’s calendar you can see 

the children will hear and learn about Mickey 

Mouse, the author, Robert McCloskey, who is 

best known for Blueberries for Sal, author and 

illustrator Aliki, author of My Five Senses, 

Maurice Sendak who wrote Where the Wild 

Things Are, H.A. Rey, author of the Curious 

George series, Tomie de Paola, author of Mice 

Squeak, We Speak and so on.  They will also 

learn about Labor Day, Autumn, Grandparents 

Day and Rosh Hashanah. 

 

The year will focus on literature, language, 

books and their content and concepts.  There is 

no better way to develop reading skills than to 

be read to from an early age. 

 

Here are a few suggestions of books to read to 

children that tackle first-day fears: 

¶ I’d Rather Stay Home by Carol Barkin 

¶ Will I Have A Friend? By Miriam Cohen 

¶ Berenstain Bears Go To School by Janice 

and Stanley Berenstain 

¶ Willy Bear by Mildred Kantrowitz 

¶ The New Girl at School by Judy Delton 

¶ Betsy’s First Day at Nursery School by 

Gunilla Wolde 

New School 
Year, New 
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New experiences can tend to overwhelm a 

child so the best way to handle a new school or 

new classroom is to help them prepare.  We 

have our children visit the classroom they are 

moving up to so that they can become familiar 

with the room and staff.  Usually at this time of 

year a large number of children from their cur-

rent classroom move up with them so they have 

the company of others they know.  
 

For brand new children coming in, we ask that 

you visit with them a time or two, so that the 

environment is not totally foreign to them.  If 

they have an enjoyable experience on the play-

ground or in the gym or classroom to remem-

ber, it helps them to have something to antici-

pate while they wait for their time to start.  See 

column to the left for books that help prepare 

them. 

Prisha is proud as a peacock to be riding a 

pony.  The children studied as part of our 

year-long travel and transportation theme, 

riding animals including horses, donkeys, 

elephants, and camels, and got a firsthand 

opportunity to see what it was like.  

First Day of 
School  
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John Kenney Child Care News 

We rely on parent volunteers to help with 

the Family Functions we offer throughout 

the year.  The first one coming up ii the 

Halloween Party  

on Friday, October 28th  

at 7:00 pm.   
 

The one after that is the  

Holiday Party scheduled for  

Friday, December 9th. 

at 7:00 pm. 
 

If you are interested in meeting other par-

ents and have an interest in working on 

any of these events, please fill out the at-

tached volunteer flyer and return it to the 

office.  We’ll need to start planning the 

Halloween Party soon.  This is an annual 

event with lots of history and customs so 

the work load is eased. We always depend 

on others to help out during the course of 

the party, but planners are needed initially. 

OPEN 

HOUSE  
 

Thursday  

7:00 p.m.  

September  15  

 

Hear about ó 

REAL READI-

NESSó skills and 

speak directly to 

your childõs 

teacher about the 

program.  
 

Babysitting!!!  

$5.00/max $10.00 

per family  

 

Please RSVP and 

sign -up by September 

12 if you would like 

to use our babysit-

ting services.  Space 

is limited so it is first 

come, first served.  

                                                                                                   

Our annual fund raiser began August 16 

and ends September 15.  This year we are 

asking parents to sell coupon books (good 

for self use as well as presents) to help 

raise money for our student activities. This 

effort usually pays for all our special ac-

tivities during the year so that we need not 

ask for any additional money.  It pays for 

such things as hatching eggs, magicians, 

puppet shows, magic shows, musical pro-

grams, etc.   

 

There is a framed poster in Roxanne’s of-

fice depicting many of these special activi-

ties over the years. We count on every 

family, but if you find it difficult to par-

ticipate, weôll gladly take a direct contri-

bution instead.  We usually spend over 

$60.00 per child on these extra programs 

which enrich the curriculum monthly.   

 

We purchased at no cost to the hot lunch re-

cipients, hard plastic, three compartment 

lunch trays and lids, so that we could limit our 

use of the throw-away foil containers that the 

hot lunch program was using.  Not only will 

they save the landfills, but they are easier to 

stack, will keep the juices from seeping out, 

and save the expense of paper goods. 

 

PAULIE’S RESTAURANT will return to 

pick them up after they have been used, wash 

them in their restaurant kitchen's commercial 

dishwasher to clean and sanitize them, and 

then refill them the next day with another 

lunch. 

Fund Raiser  

Volunteers  

Our Family Hal-

loween Party  

is scheduled for 

Friday,  

October 28th at 

7:00 p.m. 

Start planning 

your costume.  

New Lunch Trays 

Meet Kenney and Jasmine our new puppets.  

They will help us teach manners and good behav-

ior.  Social and emotional skills are not easy to 

learn.  These puppets will help the children to 

learn self-control and skills for getting along with 

others and how to make friends. 

Lots of things can be used as paint brushes.  Here 

Sebby from the Orange Room is painting with a 

balloon while others in the background are flipping 

cardboard pancakes with real spatulas. 


