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Parent
Volunteers

In June a Parent Teacher Club Opportunity
flyer for parent participation and leadership
was sent out. We had a nice initial response.
We want to let all the new families have a
chance to participate also. We’ll have to start
planning our biggest event of the year
soon....Halloween. Following are the volun-
teers we have at this point.

Halloween Party, October 30, 2009: Sarah
Dinkelacker, Noel & Michael Haluska, Chris-

tine and Sal Meo,
Stephanie Chen
Holiday Party:
December 4, 2009:
Michael & Noel
Haluska, Christine

Month onan "_1_ & Sal Meo, Stepha-
teractive website nie Chen

for children: Dr .
www.foodchamps. day Party, March

Celebrate Septem-
ber which is
Fruits & Veggies i
More Matters

a d org. 5, 2010: Samantha
Avallone, Christine
and Sal Meo, Mi-
chael & Noel Haluska.

Teacher Appreciation Day, May 6, 2010:
Michael & Noel Haluska, Christine Meo,
Stephanie Chen

A Community Project (Date to be deter-
mined) Christine Meo, Stephanie Chen, Mi-
chael & Noel Haluska, Samantha Avallone
Parent Advisory Committee: Dina O’Brien,
Noel Haluska. Christine Meo, Stephanie Chen,
Desiree Cetta.

Classroom Parent: (O) Dina O’Brien, Chris-
tine Meo and Noel Haluska (G) Stephanie
Chen

Looks like the same people volunteered for
everything. Hope you just forgot to hand in
your volunteer form

That is home -made butter that Daniel is eating
on his whole wheat bread and watermelon in
the cup beside his plate. The children shook
jars filled with heavy cream to make the butter
and then spread it themselves with a spoon.

2009 -2010 Theme

The year-long teaching theme for the upcom-
ing school is RECIPES FOR LEARNING.
The children will be learning basic concepts

S e us s 0 Brjged t& math, language, music, science, pre

-reading, gross motor skills, fine motor skills,
creative arts, social studies, family and life
skills, health and safety etc. by exploring sea-
sonal foods. We will concentrate on nutri-
tion , health, exercise, the body, and the four
seasons

For instance, September is filled with special
events. It is National Honey Month, Chicken
Month, Rice Month, Johnny Appleseed’s
Birthday, and it’s fall so there will be lots of
harvest vegetables to study such as apples and
corn, cranberries and squashes. It is back to
school time so we will learn about nutritious
foods for lunch. They’ll hear stories such as
Everybody Cooks Rice, Vegetable Thieves
and Rain Makes Applesauc&hey will also
do lots of cooking and have a visit from Chef
Combo each month. Come to Parent Open
House slide show on Thursday, Sept. 17 to
learn more.
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OPEN
HOUSE

Thursday
7:00 p.m.
September 17

Hear about our
exciting new
teaching theme:
oRecipes for
Learni ng¢

Free Babysitting!!!
Yes, FREE

Please RSVP and
sign -up by Septem-
ber 12 if you would

like to use our

babysitting ser-
vices. Space is lim-

ited so it is first

come, first served.

D

Our Family Hal-
loween Party

is scheduled for

Friday,
October 30th at
7:00 p.m.

Start planning
your costume.

Snack Time

Each classroom has a daily schedule they fol-
low. You will find it posted in the classroom.
That will tell you the approximate time snack
is served. The children get a snack in the
morning and another in the afternoon. Many
times the children who are picked up near clos-
ing are offered another.

What is it we served? Snacks are varied and if
a child does not want the offered snack they
can have crackers instead. The substitute is
constant so that children are encouraged to try
the offered foods. The most frequent morning
snack is cereal and milk. We purchase only
cereals that list whole grain or enriched grain
first on the ingredient list. That leaves out
quite a few cereals!

We serve whole wheat bread, whole grain
crackers, a variety of fruit, some popular vege-
tables such as cucumbers, carrots, broccoli,
and celery. They get pudding and granola bars
and cheese and yogurt. Sweets are generally
reserved for birthday celebrations, but they
will bake muffins and brownies occasionally.

We are hoping this year that parents will
get really creative and send in healthy treats
for birthdays.

On August 3, 2009 the Parent Teacher Club
sponsored a social evening at Chuck E
Cheese in Edison which also served as a
fund raiser since we got 15% of the profits.

Above you see Ryan Mandell, Miss Jenni-
fer’s son, who was a volunteer at the center
this summer. He is pictured with P.J.
O’Brien, Red Room, at Chuck E Cheese’s.
Everyday P.J. would ask if Mr. Ryan was
coming that day. He and the other boys
loved chasing each other around on the
playground.

Believe it or not, Ryan’s last day request
was to spend time with the Yellow Room.
He formed a strong attachment to these
little ones. (Photo by proud mom, Dina O.)

Feedback

We didn’t get many parent questionnaires

returned but we did get a few suggestions

to consider. Remember, there is a sugges-

tion box in the lobby as well.

9 There should be a discount for a sec-

ond child.

Provide a part-time program.

Prefer that DVD’s not be shown in the

QR at the end of the day.

Have an end of the year family picnic.

Schedule back Parent’s Night Out.

Sponsor a clothing exchange.

Place a bucket near the back door to

empty sandy shoes.

1 Have room pages on the website about
what each room is doing.

We had really positive feedback about

fees, staff, maintenance, safety, special

programs, playground, schedule, etc.
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Parent Fund Raiser
Feeds Student
Activity Account

Our annual fund raiser begins September
16 and ends October 6. We ask parents to
sell products (good for holiday presents)
to help raise money for our student activi-
ties. This effort pays for all our special
activities during the year so that we need
not ask for any additional money. It pays
for such things as pony rides, hatching
eggs, magicians, puppet shows, magic
shows, musical programs, etc. We count
on every family, but if you find it difficult
to participate, we 6 | | t ake a
bution instead. We usually spend about
$50.00 per child on these extra activities
which enrich the program. The fund is
depleted. We need everyone to help.
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